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Introducing Jerry Lachaussee  
by David Price  

Jerry Lachaussee began his railroad career just after graduation from Pascagoula High School in 
1959.  By that time he had been taking train photos for five years and had spent most of his spare time at the 
depot studying under friendly agent/operators.  

His career began in an age where telegraphy was still employed, though it was largely  
superseded by the telephone.   Thus, Jerry became one of the last generation to learn and use railroad  
telegraphy.   His next several years were spent working in most of the depots and train order offices of the  
Louisville & Nashville Railroad from New Orleans to Mobile.   This included an early stint at the lonely  
railroad outpost of Rigolets in the middle of the Louisiana marsh with access only by rail or boat.  

Promoted at the early age of twenty-four to train dispatcher in the Mobile office, Jerry was  
one of the youngest to hold this important position.  The dispatcher was (and is) arguably the key decision  
maker in day-to-day rail operations.  It was the dispatcher who decided which trains would run and when.  
Then, he was responsible for every movement of trains or maintenance vehicles over the mainline of his  
territory.  A dispatcher had to know everything about the railroad and its employees, including the location  
and length of every passing track, every signal, every switch, the details of every industrial or yard track,  
the capabilities and quirks of every train service or other operating employee, the rating and ability of every  
locomotive, and the tonnage that could be handled under all weather conditions over every part of the line.  
In addition, the dispatcher had to know every operating rule and be an authority on the proper  
interpretation of each.  His word was law to every operating employee, and his decisions effected what they  
did and when and could keep them safe or cause delay, damage, or even death.  The dispatcher's day was a  
constant series of decisions and communication governing the movement of traffic, as many as fifty or more  
trains, over as much as five hundred miles of trackage.   If there was a "hot seat" in railroading, this was it,  
but train crews often called the train dispatcher by the derogatory term "delayer."  

Jerry worked in the Mobile offices until those offices were closed, and moved to the new CSX 
dispatching center in Jacksonville, Florida.   After thirty-seven years as a dispatcher, Jerry retired on 
February 28, 2002 and moved with his family to Wiggins, Mississippi.   At the end of his career, Jerry 
Lachaussee was given that rare and singular honor of having a place on the railroad named for him to 
perpetuate the memory of a noble career.  Thus, today we find "Lachaussee" on the operating timetable and 
signs labeling a busy mainline passing siding.   His name will thus be remembered, even if newer crew 
members know it as "How the hell do you pronounce that?"  
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It came as both a surprise and a humbling experience three months into my retirement that we were requested to join with some  
of the CSXT Mobile Division officials at a dinner, then the next day traveling to the south end of a new 11,000-foot siding that  
was being placed in service.  This extends from MP 561.7 to MP 563.8, between Wilcox and Owassa, and was named Lachaussee.  
Surrounding my wife and I at the ribbon-cutting are officials and co-workers, left to right:  L. Washington, Trainmaster-NO&M;  
Jimmy Johnson, Ballast Regulator Operator; R. B. Elliott, Roadmaster-NO&M; R. A. Williams, Roadmaster-M&M; S. C.  
Robinson, Roadmaster-M&M; Bob Frulla, Atlanta Division General Manager; D. R. Long, Surfacing Gang Foreman; Barbara  
Lachaussee; M. A. Murray, Ass't Trainmaster-Sibert; J. G. Lachaussee; D. D. Wiggins, Ass't Roadmaster-M&M, J. D. Black,  
Terminal Manager-Sibert; Donnie Turner, Chief Train Dispatcher, Mobile Division-Jacksonville; E. T. Holder, MofW Foreman- 

M&M; R. D. Jackson, Trainmaster-M&M; and N. S. Ward, Tamper Operator-M&M. Russell Stephenson Photography 
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A Reading From The Book Of Dispatcher  

Lo and verily I say unto you, for I am the authority and protection, the seer of all  
and knower of all.   For my eyes search only for truth and my ears hear only the words of purity and 
sanctity.  

And ye shall take comfort in my pen and train order book and my train sheet shall  
guide you to green pastures and still waters.   Ye shall communicate to me in confidence, knowing 
that I am the true and chosen way.   For I am the proper authority and as I giveth, so shall I 
taketh away, and thy path shall be safe and my commandments shall be in words understandable to 
all and directed only to those who are to execute them.  

And may those who choose to deliver thoughts and words that are not pure and  
founded in truth, understand that it will be my will to smite thee for an eternity in a siding  
without food, water, and communication, and that thy loved ones and pets shall become but  
memories.  
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A timetable - train order  

sampler follows.  
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